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National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

The purpose of this eNews is to provide members of the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation monthly updates on 

trends, issues, studies, and work being done in the field of child sexual exploitation prevention. The material highlighted in the eNews is for 

information purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement. If you believe you are receiving this email in error or would like to  

unsubscribe from this service, please email: PreventTogether@gmail.com. 

Coalition Endorses Moore Center Request for CDC Prevention Research Funding 

The National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

Steering Committee recently voted to endorse a request from the Moore 

Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse at Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity for a federal appropriation of $10 million for child sexual abuse 

prevention research at the CDC’s Division of Violence Prevention. 

This endorsement is consistent with the Coalition’s goal of providing sus-

tainable funding for child sexual abuse research and initiatives. 

The Coalition endorsed a similar measure in 2019. That request resulted 

in a $1 million federal appropriation for research funding at the CDC. 

Marked Increase in Child Sexual Abuse Cases in 2018 

Coalition member David Finkelhor, Ph.D. and researchers Kei Saito, Ph.D. and Lisa Jones, Ph.D recently 

reported  new national data for 2018 that showed a marked increase in sexual abuse for the first time in 

over 15 years, up 6% from 2017. See http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV203%20-%20Updated%20trends%

202018_ks_df.pdf for the complete report. 

The data from National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) show the number of child sex-

ual abuse cases rose broadly in 38 states to 63,000 cases. Despite this 2018 increase, cases have de-

clined 62% from 1992-2018. 

This recent increase in cases has fueled a great deal of speculation among Coalition members as to the 

cause. For instance, has the reporting climate for abuse changed? Are more children reporting abuse or 

is there actually an increase in abuse? What is the impact of increasing prevention and intervention train-

ing for children and adults? Is sexting a part of the problem? Stay tuned for further discussion.  

 

  

 

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV203%20-%20Updated%20trends%202018_ks_df.pdf
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV203%20-%20Updated%20trends%202018_ks_df.pdf
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Website Revamp Underway 

With the assistance of the GA Center for Child Advocacy and a 
grant from the Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta, the Coali-
tion website will be getting a facelift compliments of Austin Hattox, a 
Catchafire volunteer website designer. 
 

It is hoped that the new website will be unveiled at the Annual Meeting in Septem-
ber. Work is underway to prioritize and update documents and text, as well as im-
prove navigation 
 
The major change that is anticipated is an increased capacity for resources that will 
benefit members and the public, particularly professionals who work with youth but 
are not child sexual abuse experts. The site will also benefit many other audiences, 
including legislative staff and non-professionals who have an interest in youth protec-
tion policy and training. 
 
There is a committee involved in the revamp. If you would like to be part, please con-
tact Matt Hartvigsen, Committee chair, at mhartvigsen@youniquefoundation.org. 

Application for Legislative Endorsement Now on the Coalition Website 
 

Is there a particular piece of legislation that you believe the Prevention Coalition should en-

dorse? Determine whether the legislation meets Prevention Coalition guidelines and fill out the 

legislative endorsement application on the Coalition’s website (http://www.preventtogether.org/

page-1853692) and submit to preventtogether@gmail.com for consideration. 

 

Developing the Next Generation of Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Practitioners 

The Prevention Coalition is working to develop and nurture the next generation of professionals who will 

follow us in this field. 

 

Prevention Coalition members have submitted a number of great projects for potential interns. These in-

clude: 

 

• A “Consumer Guide” for communities around key youth 

safety issues. 

• The creation of topic-specific prevention fact sheets. 

• A blog series of Coalition Member profiles. 

• Evidence-based summaries of specific YSO issues. 

• Brief empirical research summaries. 

 

Do you have any ideas for intern projects that will benefit 

both student interns and the Coalition? Please send your 

ideas to Nicole Epps nicole.epps@childhood-usa.org or 

Katie Hanna katie.hanna@safesport.org. 

Matt Hartvigsen is leading 

the website revamp. Photo 

by NCMEC 

Katie Hanna. Photo by 

NCMEC 
Nicole Epps 

mailto:mhartvigsen@youniquefoundation.org
http://www.preventtogether.org/page-1853692
http://www.preventtogether.org/page-1853692
mailto:preventtogether@gmail.com
mailto:nicole.epps@childhood-usa.org
mailto:katie.hanna@safesport.org
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An Update and Call to Action from the Boy Scouts of America  

Fellow Prevention Coalition Members,  

 

As you have likely heard, the national organization of the Boy 

Scouts of America (BSA) filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy last 

month to achieve two key objectives: equitably compensate 

victims who were harmed during their time in Scouting and 

continue to carry out Scouting’s mission for years to come. 

We are outraged that there have been times when individuals 

took advantage of our programs to abuse innocent children 

and sincerely apologize to anyone who was harmed during 

their time in Scouting. We believe victims, we support them, 

we pay for counseling by a provider of their choice, and we 

encourage them to come forward. We also believe our organi-

zation has a social and moral responsibility to equitably com-

pensate victims of abuse in our organization, which is why the 

BSA has proposed establishing a Compensation Trust as part 

of this process.  

 

As an organization, we are steadfastly committed to keeping youth safe and continuing our efforts to be 

part of the broader solution to prevent and address child sexual abuse.  

 

BSA’s Barriers to Abuse 

Approximately 90% of the pending and asserted abuse claims against the BSA relate to abuse that oc-

curred more than 30 years ago – before many of our current youth protection policies were in place. We 

believe, however, that one instance of abuse is one too many, which is why over many years the BSA 

has developed strong youth protection policies informed by experts in the fields of child safety, law en-

forcement, and child psychology. These policies include:   

 

• Mandatory youth protection training for all volunteers and staff. (view the training) Additionally, youth 

protection materials are among the very first pages in the primary program handbooks that parents 

and youth use for the program, and we recently introduced animated content for younger partici-

pants through our partnership with the Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center Foundation.  

 

• Mandatory criminal background checks. Rechecks are now conducted every five years. 

 

• A ban on one-on-one interaction between youth and adults – in person, online, or via text. 

 

• Mandatory reporting to law enforcement of any suspected abuse. 

 

• A ban on the use of recording devices/cell phones near bathrooms and shower houses. 

 

• A check of the BSA’s Volunteer Screening Database, which is intended to prevent individuals who 

should not work with youth from registering for Scouting. (Continued on page 4) 

 

 

https://www.scouting.org/about/youth-safety/youth-protection-training-modules/
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/preview-adventures/protect-yourself-rules/
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An Update and Call to Action from the Boy Scouts of America (continued)  

The BSA also offers a 24/7 Scouts First Helpline (1-844-SCOUTS1) and email contact address 

(scouts1st@scouting.org) for help reporting suspected abuse or inappropriate behavior.  

 

Call to Action 

In addition to continually improving all of our policies, we advocate for universal measures that would help 

keep kids safe in all organizations. We want to bring your attention to an important issue we can all help ad-

dress.  

 

Only a fraction of people who may harm children can be identified through a criminal background check. This 

means that organizations must work together to share information about individuals who have been removed 

from a role for known or suspected inappropriate behavior with a child but who may not have been charged or 

convicted of a crime. Sadly, there is currently no feasible mechanism to enable this information-sharing 

across all youth-serving organizations.  

 

That is precisely why the Boy Scouts of America supports and advocates for the creation of a shared volun-

teer screening database, under the auspices of a federal entity, that all youth-serving organizations – includ-

ing schools, athletic clubs, faith-based youth groups, and Scouting – could contribute to and use to screen 

volunteers. Our goal is for all organizations to use a common database so individuals removed from any one 

institution for inappropriate conduct cannot access children by joining another down the street, in a neighbor-

ing state, or across the country. 

 

As a coalition, we’ve seen clearly that when we come together to support important measures or legislation, 

we can make a meaningful impact. We are aware and grateful that efforts to develop this type of universal 

database are underway. At the BSA, we are fully committed to participating in and furthering this effort as best 

we can. 

  

We encourage each of you and the organizations you represent to also lend your 

voice to this effort by expressing your support publicly for the creation of a universal 

volunteer screening database. If you represent a youth-serving organization, we 

encourage you to also participate in any development efforts if approached with the 

opportunity.  

 

Together, I am confident we can help prevent child sexual abuse across programs 

and communities. 

 

For more information on the BSA’s safeguards or our efforts to be part of the broad-

er solution to child abuse, visit www.scouting.org/youth-safety. Please also feel free 

to reach out directly to MichaelV.Johnson@Scouting.org or 

Kate.Jacobs@Scouting.org. 

 

Thank you for all of your work to keep kids safe.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Boy Scouts of America 

Michael Johnson is BSA’s 

long-time representative to 

the Coalition. Photo by 

NCMEC 

mailto:scouts1st@scouting.org
http://www.scouting.org/youth-safety
mailto:MichaelV.Johnson@Scouting.org
mailto:Kate.Jacobs@Scouting.org
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Dues Invoices to Go Out Soon! 

You will be receiving your 2020 dues invoice in the next week. 

 

Organizational members (Affiliate and National) will see that dues have increased. National Organi-

zation dues have increased from $300 to $500 annually and Affiliate Organization dues have increased 

from $75 to $125. 

 

At the recent Steering Committee Meeting, the decision was made to raise 

dues so that dues revenue covers basic annual operating costs. We are 

currently dependent on dues, grants and donations to cover these base 

costs. We cannot count on grants and donations every year and will find 

ourselves in a untenable position if we do not have an adequate stable 

revenue stream. 

 

However, it is understood that not every organization can pay increased 

dues in 2020. If you are in this situation, contact Catherine Townsend at 

catherinetownsend@yahoo.com, and she will send you an invoice for the prior dues rate. 

The Five Days of Action 

One great way you can participate in Child Abuse Prevention Month this April is by taking part in the Five Days 

of Action, an initiative of the YMCA Guardians for Child Protection, with support from Darkness to Light, the 

YMCA, the Redwoods Group Foundation, and Praesidium. The Five Days of Action is a weeklong campaign 

that raises awareness and inspires adults to take action to protect kids from sexual abuse. This year, the spon-

sors are continuing the theme, "Know. See. Respond.," and sharing simple steps that every adult can take to 

protect the kids in their lives. They are also providing resources that you can use to engage your community, 

including social media images and sample copy, printable cards, signs, posters, and an implementation guide.   

By participating, you join a huge network of child protectors. Take a look: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the official week is April 13-17th, these resources are customizable and can be used anytime through-

out CAPM and beyond. Check out the website to sign up and get your Action Kit and promo materials today!  

Pixabay.com 

mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
https://secure3.convio.net/d2l/site/R?i=HPiuzlLWA7AIMAF_cR7jwA
https://secure3.convio.net/d2l/site/R?i=qqMl1dsZd6WrTPqXeYx4Gg
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New Resource from CDC 

 
 

Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database 

Measuring Your Work to Help Prevent Sexual Violence 

  

New CDC Resource Offers Tips to Help You Track and Evaluate Progress Toward  

Preventing Sexual Violence in Your Community 

 

You’re invited to explore the Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database, a new resource from the Divi-

sion of Violence Prevention that includes a database of sexual violence indicators and a step-by-step guide 

to help identify what indicators are available and assess how different indicators fit your program ’s needs 

and goals.  

Take a journey through the Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database to explore how to: 

• Identify potential indicators and explore direct links to publicly available data sources  

• Assess the fit of potential indicators 

• Create a plan to collect, analyze, and use indicator data 

 

The Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database can kickstart your efforts to evaluate and en-
hance the great work you and your program are doing to prevent sexual violence. Learn how these 
tools and tips can assist in your program’s efforts today.   

Learn steps to identify, assess, and use indicators to evaluate your violence prevention efforts with 

CDC’s new Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database. http://bit.ly/38EJ2yq  

Kidsafe Foundation Presents CampSafe eLearn 
 

KidSafe will be attending the American Camp Association Tri-State Conference 2020 in Atlantic City, NJ 

from March 10 – 12, to present the CampSafe eLearn available to camps for sexual abuse prevention 

training. The CampSafe training teaches from a place of empowerment to educate camp staff before 

they arrive at camp. It ensures a consistent 

training across all camp personnel and has 

received the American Camp Association 

educational endorsement. To learn more 

about CampSafe: 

www.kidsafefoundation.org/campsafe  

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=hb1abf1e,4f4c646,4f4c8aa
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=hb1abf1e,4f4c646,4f4c8ab
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=hb1abf1e,4f4c646,4f4c8ac
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=hb1abf1e,4f4c646,4f4c8ad
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=hb1abf1e,4f4c646,4f4c8ae
http://www.kidsafefoundation.org/campsafe


7 

National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

www.preventtogether.org l email: preventtogether@gmail.com 

Now Live! Resources to Support National Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Updated resources and outreach tools are now available to help you align your local Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month activities with the Children’s Bureau’s national campaign! 

Visit the 2020 National Child Abuse Prevention website and use the 
free videos, sample social media posts, and new shareable graphics 
to help raise child abuse prevention awareness. 

Support strong and thriving families by incorporating these free re-
sources into your Child Abuse Prevention Month activities: 

Explore the new multimedia gallery and listen to the podcast series 
or watch videos that highlight the importance of community-based 
prevention programs. 

Browse the tip sheets and share this information with a parent or 
caregiver. 

Engage with families using ideas from the activity calendars. 

Educate yourself and others about the impact of adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs). 

Test your knowledge of protective factors with the Protective Factors 
in Practice vignettes. 

Use these materials—full of strengths-based strategies—in your community to get an early start on your 
Child Abuse Prevention Month planning. 

Don’t forget to order the 2019/2020 Prevention Resource Guide for a more in-depth look at strengthening 
and building resiliency in families using a protective factors framework. 

Join the conversation and share what's working in your community on Twitter and Facebook by using the 
#ChildAbusePreventionMonth hashtag.  

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/multimedia/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/tip-sheets/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/activity-calendars/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/ace/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/ace/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/protective-factors-in-practice/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/protective-factors-in-practice/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/resources/resource-guide/?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://twitter.com/ChildWelfareGov?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
https://www.facebook.com/childwelfare?utm_campaign=ncapm20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncapmweblaunch020620
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The National Children’s Advocacy 
Center has canceled the 36th Interna-
tional Symposium on Child Abuse 
scheduled for March 23-26, 2020 in 
Huntsville, AL due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

March/April/May Events 

Many trainings and Conferences are being cancelled or postponed due to the coronavirus. 

Check with event sponsors. 

 
All-Member Prevention Coalition Call: May 15, 12:30—2:00 pm ET Join Zoom Meeting https://
cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726 
 

Submit your events for inclusion in next month’s Events Calendar to drive awareness of your organization! 

Please email information to catherinetownsend@yahoo.com.  

 

Communications Committee Co-Chairs: Susan Kennedy & Matt Hartvigsen 

ATSA invites you to #ATSA2020 in San Antonio, TX, USA, October 21-24, 2020! This year's theme is 
"Blending Voices, Strengthening Lives." Learn more at https://www.atsa.com/atsa-conference. 

https://www.nationalcac.org/
https://www.nationalcac.org/
http://symposium.nationalcac.org/
http://symposium.nationalcac.org/
https://cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726
https://cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
https://www.atsa.com/atsa-conference

